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lower rate than the gains of population, while a decline of
population often brings with it a still more rapid The charts in
this chapter refer to Clay County only. decline of church
membership. In 1920 thirty-five counties studied had 18 per cent
of their population as active members in Protestant churches,
whereas in Clay County, as has been seen, the proportion of
church members was 27 per cent. The average church in Clay
County has 135 members and in Jennings County eighty-seven,
as compared with an average membership of ninety-three for
the thirtyfive specimen counties in this region. One-third of the
churcbes in Clay County and nearly half the churches in
Jennings have less than fifty members. In this respect Jennings
tallies almost exactly with the average for the thirty-five counties
of the Middle West in which 47 per...
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