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administrative disqualification, and claims collection. Matching can take place at intake ( to verify the eligibility
of new applicants), at recertification ( to verify the continuing eligibility of current recipients ), or at some other
point ( to detect any inconsistencies in information on ongoing cases ). States use computer matching to
reduce fraud and abuse by reducing eligibility and payment error rates and to substantiate information used in
prosecution. C. STATE CENSUS METHODOLOGY The content of this report derives from several sources. The
data are based on a new data collection, supplemented by information from other FNS studies and available
data. Mathematica Policy Research, Inc. ( MPR ) conducted interviews with staff in each State agency involved
in food stamp computer matching. The data collection occurred from November 2000 through April 2001. The
data collection methodology was designed to minimize burden and allow for the flexibility to meet the needs of
the respondents and the environment in which the data were collected. The data were obtained through a
telephone interview, often with email followup. Prior to the interview, States were sent a list of topics and
questions to be addressed, as well as a checklist screener. The checklist is a comprehensive listing of possible
computer matching systems that States are using for the FSP. The States were asked to indicate which systems
are currently being used. The list indicated which systems a State reported using in the 1991 census. State-
specific questionnaires were generated based on the States responses to the...
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