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Seventh General Assembly of Illinois, 1911 Substantially every legislative measure supported by organized labor
was passed by the Forty-seventh General Assembly. In respect to progressive labor legislation, the record made
by the late session is in every way commendable, marking as it does, an epoch in labor law enactments. The
appreciation, not only of the members and officers of organized labor, but the equally valuable approbation of
men in various positions and pursuits in life who realize the necessity for such economic relief, is generously
tendered to those whose votes were potential in putting Illinois where it belongs in respect to such advanced
legislation. A most notable feature in connection with this legislative record is the fact that notwithstanding
some of these measures, particularly that defining and extending the liability of employers, known as the
Compensation Act, were bitterly opposed by certain interests, the vote of the General Assembly in House and
Senate was practically unanimous in their favor. This was made possible largely because the chief measures -
the Compensation Act - the Act relating to occupational diseases - and the revision of the coal mine Act and
other laws pertaining to mining, were all the products of special commissions appointed for the purpose. These
commissions gave much time and careful study to the respective subjects and the bills recommended by them
embodied the latest and best thought on these questions. In respect to measures involving new legislation, it has
become the practice to delegate their special consideration to commissions authorized by the Legislature. This
is not usurping the powers of the General Assembly as some think, but...
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