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illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: ... SYNOPSIS OF POLITICAL EVENTS IN SAMOA FROM 1869 TO 1887. By Henry F. Poor.
(Continued from the October Number) The Malietoas have ever been the acknowledged rulers of Samoa,
having descended in a long and unbroken line of about twenty-five generations from the Tnisamau, (kings
forever, ) who traced their ancestry away back into the mythical past from the Tagaloa Alagi, (Gods of Heaven.
) 1869. Malietoa Laupepa, the recently deposed King, being in the direct succession, was superceded by his
uncle, Malietoa Talavou, Laupepa being a minor. In 1869, Laupepa being of age, the Tuamasaga district, by the
advice of the British Consul and Dr. Turner, the English missionary, created Laupepa King of the Tuamasaga.
This was because old Talavou hated the missionaries, and Laupepa had been educated by them. Malietoa
Talavou being on Savaii, heard of this, and mustering a large party sailed over to Upolu, and badly whipped
Laupepa and the Tuamasaga, driving them to the east end of the island. Tamasese, the present rebel king, and
Mataata, the two leading Tapua chiefs were generals under Malietoa Laupepa. Laupepa made three wars
against Talavou to recover his dominion, but was defeated every time. In 1873 all Samoa united under a trio of
judges, Malietoa Laupepa and two Tupua chiefs, who ruled Samoa under the directions of representatives of
each district, called Taimua and Faipuli, an organization which has subsequently played a prominent part in
the history of Samoa. Talavou looked upon this Government...
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