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Studies - Literature, grade: 2.0, University of Education Ludwigsburg, 5 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: I would like to base my essay on the protagonist Macbeth. Probably composed in late 1606 or
early 1607, Macbeth is the last of Shakespeare's tragedies, the others being Hamlet, King Lear and Othello. If
Hamlet is the grandest of Shakespeare's plays, Macbeth is from a tragic standpoint the most sublime and the
most impressive as an active play. If we just consider the plot, Macbeth is a relatively simple play. In fact like
Richard III and numerous pre-Shakespearean plays, it deals with a traditional form: the rise and fall of a great
man. In the first part of the play we read about Macbeth's rise to power; then he manages to become king of
Scotland. From this moment on he begins with a period of tyranny that will end with Macbeth's death and the
accession to the throne of the legitimate king. For this reason he can be considered as the epitome of a tragic
hero. In the course of the play we notice a great development of Macbeth's character. At the beginning he is a
man much honoured by his countrymen for his leading and courageous part in defence of his good king and
native land. During many conflicts he showed his great courage and he continues showing this personal quality
also when he becomes king and he has to take a lot of diLicult decisions. But this first description about
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