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indeed, some conception of the true source of rain; but his whole reasoning is limited by various scriptural
texts. He lays great stress upon the firmament as a solid outer shell of the universe: the heavens he holds to be
not far outside this outer shell, and argues regarding their character, from St. Paul s Epistle to the Corinthians
and from the one hundred and forty-eighth Psalm. As to the waters which are above the firmament, he takes
up the objection of those who hold that, this outside of the universe being spherical, the waters must slide off it,
especially if the firmament revolves; and he points out that it is by no means certain that the outside of the
firmament is spherical, and insists that, if it does revolve, the water is just what is needed to lubricate and cool
its axis. Saint Jerome held that God at the creation spread out the firmament between heaven and earth,
separating the upper waters from the lower, and that, in order to keep all in place, He caused the upper waters,
to be frozen into ice. A proof of this view Jerome found in the words of Ezekiel regarding the crystal stretched
above the cherubim. The germinal principle in accordance with which all these theories were evolved, was most
clearly proclaimed to the world by Saint Augustine in his famous utterance, Nothing is to be accepted save on
the authority of Scripture, since greater is that authority than all the powers of the human mind. No treatise
was safe thereafter which did not breathe the spirit and...
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