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indexed. Not illustrated. 1830 Excerpt: .is the praise beneath the merits of its object. Archimedes, Galileo, and
Newton, are alone worthy to be named with him in the history of science, and his real merit does not fall short
of theirs. We have, in a previous number, given a rapid sketch of the order and subjects of the two first books of
his Mecanique Celeste. To enter into a close investigation of the translation of Bowditch, would lead us into
useless repetition. We therefore prefer to continue the analysis we there commenced of his fiIh volume, being
well assured that it will furnish to our readers topics of the most powerful interest. The XIIIth book of Laplace
treats, in general, of the oscillations of the fluids that cover the planets. Of these, the most important to us are,
the tides which take place in our own ocean. Newton first discovered the true theory of these oscillations, by
including them in the general action of universal gravitation. The remark that the tides had some connexion
with the diurnal and periodic motions of the moon, had been made by more than one ancient author, and
Kepler had observed the tendency of the waters of the ocean towards the centres of the sun and moon. The last
named author, however, as was observed on a former occasion, failed in discovering the true law followed by
the attraction of gravitation, and he had not the methods which would have been necessary to reduce the law...
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