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Number Some people when they read annual reports are interested in nothing but facts. Others care more
about the human side of the work. This story of the year s work of the Playground and Recreation Association
of America has been written for both groups. We shall use some facts and figures but only as dummies to be
clothed with social feeling, impulse, aspiration and action for the work of the Association and its various
departments is to liberate social instincts and forces which are essentially too human, too spiritual, to find
adequate expression through statistics alone. Facts and figures available will, unaided, clearly mark out the
pathway of progress, of distinct advance by the community recreation movement during the year just closed.
But its deeper significances, its richer values, its ultimate reaches are not such that he who runs may read.
Carrying On Just what has resulted during the last year and during the last ten years from the work of the
members and friends of the Playground and Recreation Association of America? In 1923 alone about four
hundred individuals in more than three hundred and fifty cities helped in raising money to make the national
work possible. Is this effort worth while? What is happening as a result of all the labor of Board members,
volunteers, and the national staff? The friends, members, and contributors have seen the local work grow
continuously from year to year. From 1913 to 1923 the number of employed workers has doubled, increasing
from 6,000 to 12,000. The number of cities with community recreation leadership has increased from 342 to...
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