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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Armenia s constitution provides for a republic with an elected head of
state and a unicameral legislature, the National Assembly. The country held a presidential election on February
18, and the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) described the election as
administered in an overall professional, open, and transparent manner with respect for fundamental freedoms,
but marked by shortcomings including an uneven playing field, some serious election day violations, and
concerns about the integrity of the electoral process. Authorities maintained effective control over security
forces; some members of security forces committed human rights abuses. The most significant human rights
problems during the year were corruption and lack of transparency in government, limitations on the right of
citizens to change their government, and the limited independence of the judiciary. Allegations of persistent
corruption at all levels of government undermined the rule of law, although the government took limited steps
to punish corruption by low- and mid-level officials. Despite candidates ability to campaign freely, flaws in the
conduct of the presidential election included a lack of impartiality by the public administration, the misuse of
government resources to support the ruling party, credible allegations of vote buying, continued shortcomings
in the implementation of the electoral code, and a complaints and appeals process that failed to provide for
effective redress. OSCE/ODIHR also noted a tendency of significantly better final results for the incumbent in the
majority of stations with above-average turnout, indicating possible serious problems with voting and counting
which raised concerns about the integrity of the electoral process. Courts remained subjected to political
pressure from the executive branch, which resulted in some politically motivated prosecutions and sentencing,
and...
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