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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Records of water quantity, water quality, and meteorological parameters
were continuously collected from three reservoirs, two primary streams, and four subbasin tributaries in the
Cambridge, Massachusetts, drinking-water source area during water year 2005 (October 2004 through
September 2005). Water samples were collected during base-flow conditions and storms in the subbasins of the
Cambridge Reservoir and Stony Brook Reservoir drainage areas and analyzed for selected elements, organic
constituents, suspended sediment, and Escherichia coli bacteria. These data were collected to assist watershed
administrators in managing the drinking-water source area and to identify potential sources of contaminants
and trends in contaminant loading to the water supply. Monthly reservoir capacities for the Cambridge
Reservoir varied from about 59 to 98 percent during water year 2005, while monthly reservoir capacities for the
Stony Brook Reservoir and the Fresh Pond Reservoir were maintained at capacities greater than 84 and 96
percent, respectively. Assuming a water demand of 15 million gallons per day by the city of Cambridge, the
volume of water released from the Stony Brook Reservoir to the Charles River during the 2005 water year is
equivalent to an annual water surplus of about 119 percent. Recorded precipitation in the source area for the
2005 water year was within 2 inches of the total annual precipitation for the previous 2 water years. The
monthly mean specific conductances for the outflow of the Cambridge Reservoir were similar to historical
monthly mean values. However, monthly mean specific conductances for Stony Brook near Route 20, in
Waltham (U.S. Geological Survey station 01104460), which is the principal tributary feeding the Stony Brook
Reservoir, were generally higher than the medians of the monthly mean specific conductances for the...
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