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by the request, and at the expense, of a portion of the parish in West Bridgewater, Mass., of which | was, until
recently, the minister. It has been delivered in three of the Bridge-waters; originally at the South as a lyceum-
lecture, and afterwards, with some changes in its structure and language, and the prefixing of a text, as a
religious discourse in the Unitarian Congregational Churches of the West and East. The historical narrative, the
authorities, and argument, remain as first written. Though well received abroad, it offended some of my own
people; hut, since | no longer stand in the same relation to them, | can hardly think its candid perusal will have
the same effect now. The question discussed is one of great importance; and, though the truth seems almost
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party zeal, and the sophistries of their political leaders, in support of the Fugitive Slave Law, as not to see it.
Knowing the great weight attached to eminent examples and the authority of great names, | adopted this
method of presenting the subject, because | felt sensible it would have greater influence than a discussion of the
abstract principles involved in it. To occupy common ground with the Apostles of our Lord, with the Christian
Martyrs, with the Protestants of the Reformation, and...
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