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by the request, and at the expense, of a portion of the parish in West Bridgewater, Mass., of which I was, until
recently, the minister. It has been delivered in three of the Bridge-waters; originally at the South as a lyceum-
lecture, and aEerwards, with some changes in its structure and language, and the prefixing of a text, as a
religious discourse in the Unitarian Congregational Churches of the West and East. The historical narrative, the
authorities, and argument, remain as first written. Though well received abroad, it oFended some of my own
people; hut, since I no longer stand in the same relation to them, I can hardly think its candid perusal will have
the same eFect now. The question discussed is one of great importance; and, though the truth seems almost
too plain to need more than a simple statement of it, yet the minds of thousands have become so blinded by
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