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to inquire into some of the facts touching the origin and condition of the institution of slavery, as it exists in the
Southern States of our confederacy: and this, in order to the propagation of just views on the whole subject, so
far as may be within the circle of my influence. That such an inquiry may be useful at this time is apparent; as
well from the political agitations arising out of vexed questions on the subject of slavery, which have recently
disturbed our national councils, as from the general prevalence of conflicting and unadvised opinions on this
subject, which are held in the Northern and Southern sections of the country. About the Publisher Forgotten
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work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
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left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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