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Maryville College, like most of the older colleges, grew out of the zeal that the pioneers of the American church
had for the education of the people and their leaders. It was founded in 1819, when Isaac Anderson gathered a
class of young men who were candidates for the ministry, Thus, Maryville is one of the fifty oldest colleges in the
United Stales, and one of the fifteen oldest in the South. Seventeen years before, in 1802, Isaac Anderson had
established, within the bounds of his Grassy Valley congregation, near Knoxville, Union Academy, popularly
known as the Log College. In 1812, he removed to Maryville and took charge of the New Providence Presbyterian
Church, of which institution he remained pastor until his death forty-five years later. Here he continued also his
educational work, serving local academies as teacher and director. However, he came to feel that more should
be done toward providing an educated ministry for the Southwest, and encouraged by others like-minded with
himself and under authority of the Presbyterian Synod of Tennessee, he established Maryville College which he
served as president and professor for thirty-eight years. The founder s noble motive may be stated in his own
words: Let the directors and managers of this sacred institution propose the glory of god and the advancement
of that kingdom purchased by the blood of his only begotten son as their sole object. The sacrificial labors of
Dr. Anderson and those who became his associates were fruitful and the institution made substantial progress.
Although during the ensuing forty-two years the enrolment only once exceeded one hundred, and the
endowment,...
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