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illustrated. 1897. Excerpt: . . . beyond that it will not meddle. It leaves everything to the employers themselves,
who have to pay, and to the elected tribunals which have to make the awards. It is therefore palpable nonsense
to talk of this measure as one of State insurance. The State contributes nothing but the compelling power. In
the Decalogue oBicially laid down the first commandment is, that the employer shall be liable for every injury
that occurs to hands in connection with employment. There is no question raised of negligence, no necessity
imposed of proof. The accident proves itself. German employers have themselves publicly and emphatically
avowed that they will not have the question of fault or negligence introduced. It would complicate matters and
cost very much more than it would be worth. Besides, it would defeat the entire object of the Act. Wanton,
deliberate causing of an accident is of course criminally punishable, on one side as on the other. It will forfeit
the workman his allowance. It will make the employer answerable individually according to the provisions of
common law, if these should be in excess of what the Insurance Acts exact. To that extent recourse to the Law
Courts is retained. And it is now also proposed that accidents incurred in the performance of any directly illegal
action or crime shall be excluded from the right to a claim in respect of employers liability. But otherwise fault
does not enter into the immediate administration of the Act...
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